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e.g. Chamars, a wife is allowed divorce if the panchayat is satis-
fied that the husband is impotent. But practice in regard to
such matters varies with the endogamous group and the locality.

Widows and Widow Remarriage

In spite of the fact that the tendency towards early marriage
is more pronounced in the case of depressed classes as com-
pared to high caste Hindus, the proportion of widows is smaller
amongst them as compared to the latter. The Doms, Jaliaya
Kaibarattas and Namasudras are, however, exceptions to the
above statement. Amongst these the proportion of widows per
mille of the women of all ages is 203, 218, and 217 respectively.
These proportions are much higher than those for any other
castes mentioned in Appendix XVI. It will be observed that in
the case of Chamars and scavenging castes the proportion of
widows tends to increase as we move from the Punjab towards
Bengal. Incidentally, this suggests a correspondence between
low marriage age and a high proportion of widows,

The comparatively small proportion of widows amongst de-
pressed classes as compared to high caste Hindus is due mainly
to the fact that almost every depressed caste permits widow
marriage while the latter do not permit it. When, however, a
group advances claims to a higher status in the caste hierarchy it
usually forbids widow marriage. The Chasi, Mecho, and Tanti
sub-castes of the Pods, the Bara Bhumijs, Mewafrosh Khatiks,
etc. do not now permit marriage of widows.

Where marriage of widows is permitted, the usual practice is
for the widow to marry her late husband's younger brother.
But levirate, though permitted, is never enforced. When a
widow marries some person other than the levir, the man who
marries her has often to pay some compensation to her former
husband's family. In some cases the amount of such compen-
sation equals the bride price paid by her former husband.

Polygamy

There are very few depressed class people who can afford
more than one wife. Caste customs, too, stand in the way of a
man taking a second mate. Thus, in the case of Bhuiyars and
certain Bhangi sub-castes, the consent of the first wife to a